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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Today's date is 
January 17th, 2002, the time is 3:28, and this is 
Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the Safety 
Battalion of the Fire Department of the City of New 
York. I'm conducting an interview with firefighter 
Edward Kennedy of Engine 44 in the quarters of Engine 
53. 

Q. Ed, just tell us the incident as you recall 
it on that day. 

A. We weren't dispatched until the second plane 
hit. We were watching. It was in the house watch we 
were watching as -- you know, we turned the TV on like 
everybody else, saw that there was a hole in the side 
of the building, weren't sure whether it was a little 
plane or was it an implosion or an explosion. But as 
we watched the TV, all of a sudden the second plane 
flew in there and hit, and with that we knew right 
away, we thought it was an act of terrorism. 

A minute or two after the second plane hit, 
we were dispatched to 2 World Trade Center. So as we 
got ready to go, everyone got in, we took off. Instead 
of going to 2 World Trade Center, they gave us 
information on the radio to come down 11th Avenue, that 


the police had cordoned off 11th Avenue, and that's the 
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way we went down. They had it all cleared. 53 Engine, 
as a matter of fact, was right ahead of us. We just 
followed them down. 

We parked on West Street. I really don't 
know exactly where because there were so many rigs and 
stuff but back a ways. We had to walk down a few 
blocks to get down. The lobby command post at that 
time -- we took extra bottles with us, and the lobby 
command post was set up across West Street. I guess it 
had originally been in the towers, I heard, and the 
flames had come down into the lobby and they had moved 
across West Street up in front of I guess it's -- 

Q. The Financial Center? 

A. -- the Financial Center. They had the 
command post set up there and they lined us up and they 
told us that there was a -- I thought it was a parking 
lot. From what I understand it was a loading dock. So 
they wanted the engines lined up on the entrance, the 
trucks lined up on the exit. So we lined up there. 

The officer had checked in already and we were standing 
across from 1 World Trade Center and looking up, I had 

the hose on my shoulder and my mask on and, of course, 

I'd never seen anything like it, 20 floors of fire. 


I'm looking up and I'm supposed to go to Yankee Stadium 
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that night and it's 9:30 in the morning and I knew 
right away, I said, whew, I ain't going to Yankee 
Stadium. I never thought the building, looking up at 
it, would fall, but I did figure that -- I knew right 
away that we couldn't put the fire out. I didn't think 
we would be able to put the fire out. I figured the 
fire would have to burn out. It was a minimum 20 
floors of fire I thought. 

As I looked up, some debris was falling and 
then people started jumping. The scary thing is, as 
the people were jumping, I was counting, and I got to 
15 before an officer from 16 Truck finally said, guys, 
we're losing our focus. Don't look. We can't help 
those people. We have to focus on maybe putting out 
the fire or trying to help the people we can. Turn 
around and maybe look in. 

That's what I did. I turned around and 
looked in and there was a priest there, one of the Fire 
Department chaplains, Father Delindick I later found 
out. I never knew who he was. But one of my members, 
the guys in my company asked him if he would give us 
absolution. He gave us a general absolution, said a 
few prayers, and he said to be careful and with that, 


shortly after that, people still were jumping and 
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stuff, an officer came and said 44? We were instructed 
to go down West Street. 

So we left our roll-ups and our masks because 
we were going to go down West Street. We were ordered 
to go down West Street and make sure that a lane on 
West Street was kept open because vehicles were coming 
in via Brooklyn, coming around the east side drive, 
coming up the drive, all kinds of cops, emergency 
vehicles, fire apparatus and everything, and they 
wanted to make sure that emergency vehicles would be 
able to get through north and south on West Street. 

So as we headed down West Street, I did get a 
look at the second building, which was far worse than 
No. 1. When we were standing across from 1, you really 
couldn't see to No. 2 as well as -- you know, you could 
see the smoke, but you really couldn't see how bad it 
was. When I looked, you could tell it was worse. Ita 
lot more fire, it seemed, and it just seemed worse. 

But as we walked down, we were telling guys, you know, 
keep your rigs on the side. We walked in front of the 
hotel, keep your rigs on the side, make sure that we 
can get through. 

As we walked down, there's another overpass 


on Liberty, right on Liberty and West. There's another 
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overpass. As we got to there, there was a Hatzollah 
ambulance there, two Jewish fellows, and they were a 
little nervous and they were asking, if we have no 
helmets, what are we going to do? We told them, well, 
don't walk out. People are jumping, debris is 
falling. My advice to you would be get in the 
ambulance and go south, get away from here, because 
stuff is falling down. 

As we said that, I turned to our left, the 
officer was there, there was an SUV burning on the 
left-hand side. Now, there's an escalator that comes 
down off of that overpass. It's a walkway down. It 
was right next to that. His thoughts were, even though 
there was like 45 floors of fire, that this might in 
some way lap up into the air and maybe catch, you know, 
set that on fire. So when he said maybe we should put 
that fire out, two of our guys said okay and they ran 
from under that overpass. They went west. There were 
rigs park there, a squad and a couple other rigs, and 
they went over there trying to get Purple K 
extinguishers or some kind of extinguishers. 

As I looked over by the Marriott, I could see 
65 Engine was on the corner, hooked up, and hooked up 


into the Siamese. That's one thing I can definitely 
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recall that. I'm trying to recall a lot of different 
things, but that I definitely remember seeing. But as 
the guys ran over, I also saw that there was a company, 
I don't know where they came from, there was a company, 
they were hooking up to the hydrant which was right on 
the corner of Liberty. They had the same intentions. 
They had grabbed a length of hose, just hooked up to 
the hydrant and were starting to open up the hydrant 
just to put the fire out there also. 

So when I saw that and I saw our two guys 
were going over, I said to the Lieutenant, well, I'm 
just going to walk south down here a little bit, tell 
these guys that are pulling in, 113 Truck had just 
pulled up and they were on the west side of the street 
and there was another rig coming up, and as I said to 
the guy with me, Richie Boeri and I, I said to Richie, 
well, okay, we're going to walk down there and just 
tell these guys not to block, you know, keep the road 
open. We took two steps, there was a tremendous boom, 
explosion, we both turned around, and the top of the 
building was coming down at us. With this I just 
turned to Richie and said run. 

I ran half a block down, stumbled. My helmet 


came off. I was like a fox looking for a hole. I just 
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Saw a car, saw the back of a car, dove under the car 
without my helmet, covered up and held my breath as all 
the debris and all the wind and everything broke the 
windows on top. I'm thinking I've got my back -- I 
don't have my mask. My mask I left up by the command 
post and now I've got my rear end underneath -- you 
know, the gas tank is right on my back and I'm 
thinking, if something falls on this, I'm dead, and I'm 
thinking, well, maybe something is going to come down 
the side and I'm just holding onto my head and just 
praying to God that nothing kills me. 

So I was trying to hold my breath. I was 
trying to get the stuff out of my mouth. I opened my 
eyes twice. It was pitch black and it sounded like a 
hurricane coming through. The glass on the car was 
breaking and it was just, you Know, as things settled, 
it seemed to me it was like 15 minutes. It probably 
wasn't 15 minutes, but it just seemed to me like it was 
about 15 minutes. I was underneath the car and then 
all of a sudden it kind of lightened up. You could 
tell it kind of calmed down, everything lightened up, 
and I was pulling stuff out of my mouth, trying to 
breathe. I had pulled up my hood to try and get it 


over my mouth so that I could at least breathe a little 
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bit. 

I started talking on the radio to see if any 
of our guys. I called for the control man. The 
control man was with the other guy that I said that had 
gone to get the Purple K or extinguishers. When the 
building exploded, they ran down Liberty towards the 
water, and I only got in touch with the control man. 
The backup man -- I mean the nozzle man didn't have a 
radio. I said Mattie, Mattie, are you okay? He told 
me I think I have a broken ankle. I think I have a 
broken ankle. I said where are you? Where are you? 
He says I'm heading to the water. I'm heading towards 
the water. So I said, okay, you head to the water. I 
said have you seen Bobby? Have you seen Bobby Reeg? 
Have you seen Bobby Reeg? He said I don't know where 
he is. I don't know where he is. I said okay, Mattie, 
head to the water. We'll meet you at the water, I 
said, but you're sure you haven't seen Bobby? He goes 
I don't know what happened to him. I haven't seen 
him. 

So with this I roll out from underneath and 
it's like snowing, it's like ash, it looked like snow, 
and as I rolled out from underneath the car, I noticed 


that the officer, my officer, who was a covering 
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officer, had run and he dove -- I dove underneath the 
rear of the car. He dove along the driver's side, 
along the curb, put his face down there, and he was 
there. I turned around and I saw him, but as I turned 
around and I looked in the street, there was a Chief 
yelling in the street. He was in a daze. I went over 
to him to see if he was okay and I touched his shoulder 
and he screamed out ahhh! I said whoa, this guy got a 
broken shoulder. 

As I turned to my left, I turned around, 
Dr. Kelly from the medical office was standing right 
there. I asked her how did you get here? How did you 
get here, Dr. Kelly? How did you get here? With that, 
she didn't even have time to answer me because the guy 
that I was with, Richie, who I didn't even think of at 
first, had turned around and he was standing there and 
he had blood all over his face. I screamed to him, 
Richie, are you all right? Are you all right? He 
said, yeah, I just got a cut on my head. I got a cut 
on my head. But his face was all bloody. But I knew 
he was all right, so our main concern now is we're 
missing one guy. We're missing Bobby Reeg. I told it 
to the officer, he's all right, I'm all right. 


Mattie's got a broken ankle. He's heading to the 
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water. We Know Richie is there. He's hurt but he's 
okay. Now we're trying to find Bobby. 

Dr. Kelly said she's going to take -- some 
other firemen came over and they said they're going to 
come with us, they'll be all right, we're going to take 
them to the ambulance. Fine. So now we start to try 
and go back up West Street, but 113 was on fire, there 
were pockets of stuff burning all over the place, cars 
were burning. It looked like a war zone. So the 
officer and I decided, okay, we've got to go get 
Mattie. We'll see where Mattie is first, then we'll 
meet Mattie and we'll try and find Bobby after we get 
Mattie into an ambulance, make sure he's okay. 

So we walked down Albany, but before we got 
to the water, there were people with broken legs and 
stuff, they were loading them in ambulances, and our 
eyes were really bothering us. We were spitting out 
stuff. There was an open store there. We went into a 
store. There's another road between Albany, as you go 
down Albany, before you get to the water, there's 
another street in here, which I'm trying to find out. 
End. It says End Street. End Avenue? 

Q. That might be West End. 


A. I don't know if it's West End Avenue, but 
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there's another street in there, avenue, and it's right 
by Gateway Plaza, right on the corner there. There was 
a store there and we went in there and we got some 
water, tried to rinse our eyes out, which really made 
it worse, but gargle and try to get some of it out. 

I checked a couple of ambulances to see if 
Bobby was in the ambulance. He wasn't in the 
ambulance. So I got in touch with Mattie on the 
radio. He said he was over by the water. We walked 
down one block, down to the water along -- heading up 
towards the harbor because that's where he was, right 
on the corner by the harbor. He had come in that way. 
We met him and as we were standing there talking, we 
just sat him down on a bench, people started screaming 
and started running from that area of the harbor, the 
marina, and the second building started to come down. 

Just lucky for us that there was a police 
car, a police van there, and we jumped into the police 
van. We got Mattie into the police van with a couple 
of cops, and the building was kind of shielding us from 
heavy debris, but debris still came over and the dust 
and everything, and at least we were able to breathe 
because the engine was running and it was 


air-conditioned and at least we were able to breathe. 
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At that moment I'm thinking, well, maybe I 
should go in the water because there were boats in the 
water. I'm starting to get a little paranoid now and 
saying maybe I should take my stuff off, jump in the 
water, get in a boat, at least I'll be all right, 
because I didn't know -- at that point I didn't have 
any idea, you know, I didn't see the other building 
come down. We just heard it rumbling and crashing and 
people screaming that it was coming down and we ran and 
jumped in. 

I mean, I never knew the first building that 
came down, No. 2, I didn't know that the whole building 
came down because I really couldn't see. What I saw 
was the top of the building, the top quarter of the 
building come down, and I never knew until later on 
that the whole bottom, that the rest of it had pancaked 
down, because I couldn't see because of all the dusk 
and the smoke and even, I don't know, how many minutes 
later, however it was. 

Basically, we got Mattie. After we had come 
out, we tried to rest him and everything was pretty 
chaotic. Somehow alongside this plaza here, what do 
they call it, around the plaza, it goes down to Battery 


Park, right along the water, the walkway there, there 
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was a guy with a golf cart and he had some people on 
it, and we got Mattie on the golf cart because he had a 
broken ankle, which really was hurting him a lot now. 
We put him on that and the guy took him down and what 
he did was he got on one of the boats. They stopped 
those boats along there and he got on a boat and he 
went to Jersey. 

So now the officer and I figured we've got to 
try and find Bobby. So everybody we came across that 
we recognized, people from 16 Truck and whatever, we 
tried to look for Bobby and we searched for Bobby. We 
went back out to Albany Street and tried to walk up, 
and it was totally chaotic. We really couldn't get up 
that way. So we walked our way back up Albany, up by 
the marina and up through, and got down into Liberty 
Street. We were on Liberty Street and we came out into 
there and it just look like something that -- it looked 
like a bomb, of course, had gone off, almost like a 
nuclear bomb. That's all I could think of. I've never 
been at war. I equated it to being like when I saw 
something like when I was a kid and I saw Godzilla in 
the movies or something, when he crushes those 
buildings and stuff like that, that's what it looked 


like to me. 
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At that moment, we knew he was in that 
general area, but there were crushed vehicles, I mean, 
guys now were trying -- there was water there. I don't 
know where the water came from, but there was like 
puddles of water and stuff. I don't know if it was 
from hoses or whatever had been stretched. But guys 
were trying to climb up and look in all the stuff and 
stuff was still smoking and burning and stuff was 
teetering. 

Finally, I don't know who it was, some Chief 
or somebody, somebody said, I want everybody on the 
radio, everybody back out, back out. So they wanted 
them to back out like into Liberty Street, back away 
from it. Guys were upset with that at first, but he 
said we have to assess the situation first. We want to 
make sure nobody else gets hurt. There was big metal 
beams and whatever they call those stanchions and stuff 
that were stuck in the ground, stuff was piled, stuff 
was teetering still. It really wasn't a safe scene. 

So whoever was in charge at that point on the radio was 
saying everybody back out, let's back out, let's size 

up everything, let's get everybody together, then we'll 
assess the situation and we'll go in and try and search 


and find out what's what. 
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So we did back out. We backed out back to 
the marina because then our eyes again were starting, 
especially the officer I was with. By the end of the 
day he was blind. He couldn't see at all. I was 
walking him around. But we went back to the marina and 
someone had set up a little hose there. At this time 
now there were boats starting to come in, like some 
police boats had come in there and stuff like that and 
they were taking people periodically, they were taking 
people. Now the fire boats were starting to come in 
and pull along, so a couple of us, we decided, you 
know, somebody got together or one of the officers said 
let's go, we've got to stretch some lines out. 

So we stretched lines. We went back down by 
Albany Street and we had pulled out lines and we were 
stretching lines back out there and they started 
pumping and trying to put the pockets of fire here and 
there out. But I was between Albany, the marina and 
Liberty most of the day trying to find Bobby. 

Everybody we came across, we tried to get in there, and 
we walked. We finally were able to get from Liberty 
back down to Albany walking among the stuff and seeing 
stuff turned upside-down, but we couldn't find Bobby 


anywhere. 
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Finally, after about three or four hours, 
three hours of searching for him, I came across a guy 
that was the battalion aide from 13 Truck and I asked 
him if he saw Bobby, and he said he saw Bobby. He says 
he was alive. He says he knows he's hurt, he doesn't 
know if it's his shoulder or what, but he was slumped 
and they had put him in an ambulance. So that made the 
officer who was a covering officer feel a lot better, 
and at least I know, well, he was okay. I saw another 
guy that was driving, a guy in my company, I can't even 
think of who he was driving, one of the Chiefs that got 
killed, but he told me he definitely saw Bobby, too. 
Most of the day we spent -- we tried to get our eyes -- 
we tried to get into some -- there was a drugstore 
there that they had opened up and we tried to get some 
saline, we tried to get someone from the ambulance, 
they washed our eyes out because we were having the 
problem with the eyes and spitting up. 

But right in here by Liberty, by Gateway 
Plaza, there was a hotel that's right there. That was 
on fire. Then again we stretched lines up there to try 
and get that fire, put that fire out. There was a fire 
on the 7th floor. We got the lines up there. There 


was enough water in the tank up there to just put out 
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that fire. It wasn't really big, but there was a fire 
up there. 

We were just basically standing around trying 
to coordinate, trying to find out what's going on and 
helping people, whoever was hurt, and asking if you'd 
seen people, coming across people, you know, do you 
know what happened to this guy? Have you seen this 
guy? It really was a total disaster, so for a while it 
was out of control. 

Maydays? I did hear a Mayday. I did hear a 
Mayday for 65 Truck, and the way I understood it, I 
thought he was buried in his truck. I later found out 
that the chauffeur from 65 Engine was the guy, when I 
said in my story in the beginning, by where the 
escalator was coming down, he had taken a length of 
hose off of his engine and hooked it right onto the 
fire hydrant and was opening the fire hydrant when the 
building came down and he was caught right by that 
escalator that was coming down from the overpass on 
Liberty. He was buried in debris underneath there, and 
the Mayday was coming from -- I guess somehow he got a 
Mayday out, and I thought that he was in the fire 
engine, but little did I know that the fire engine was 


buried and whatever. 
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That was the only Mayday that I remember, and 
to tell you the truth, the only guy that really stands 
out in my mind that I remember being on the radio was 
Chief Visconti. I remember him talking and giving 
directions and this and that. But this is as the day 
was going on and, of course, there were so many 
transmissions going over. I remember him screaming 
about 7, No. 7, that they wanted everybody away from 7 
because 7 was was definitely going to collapse, they 
don't know when, but it's definitely going to come 
down, just get the hell out of the way, everybody get 
away from it, make sure you're away from it, that's an 
order, you know, stuff like that. I don't really 
remember too much of the transmission about 6 Truck, 
but I ran into 43 Truck and they were telling me the 
story about it, so I kind of knew about that. 

But most of the day we were just doing what 
we could, stretching hoses here, hanging out by the 
boat, going over by the marina, washing our eyes out, 
going back up into this area by Liberty Street and 
Gateway Plaza, and most of the day was just doing what 
we could, what little we can. Somebody was coming over 
here, humping hose here, humping hose there, searching 


through debris, looking for people. 
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Finally, one of the guys in my company who 
was on light duty came, he found us and, I don't know, 
sometime around 6:00, 7:00 o'clock, we made our way up 
to try to find my company. I heard that they were 
there and that the guys had come down and I had made my 
way back up the west side through the back way here, 
over by 2 World Financial Center, behind there, by the 
Winter Garden and up, somewhere on Vesey, and made my 
way up to the school, what's that, Stuyvesant school, 
where they did my eyes, which felt good. 

Then I ran into my company and I hung out 
with them for maybe an hour there, and then my officer 
told me, you know, you're doing no good anymore being 
here, you've been here long enough, to go back to the 
firehouse. I don't even know what time we went back to 
the firehouse. Basically -- 

Q. That's it? 
A. That's it in a nutshell. 

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Okay. Thank you, 
Ed. The time now is 3:48 and this concludes the 


interview. 


